Annual Work Plan

Country: Sierra Leone
PROJECT TITLE: Development of an Independent National Public Broadcasting Service for Sierra
Leone

UN Joint Vision Programme: Programme 15: Supporting Democratic Institutions
Implementing partner: Ministry of Information and Communication
Other Partners: UNIPSIL, SLBC, National Commission for
Privatization, BBCWST
Brief Description

Radio is by far the most important medium for news and public information in Sierra Leone. A total of
77% of the population of Sierra Leone (3.8 million) are radio listeners according to a 2008 survey
Jointly commissioned by the Swiss based development NGO Foundation Hirondelle and UNICEF.

Since its establishment by UNAMSIL in 2000, UN Radio has been Sierra Leone’s only national
broadcaster, reaching nearly every community in the country with 24-hour-a-day programming. UN
Radio has remained the only source of accurate, impartial news and public information on a national
scale. Following the closure of UNIOSIL in September 2008, the new mission, United Nations
Integrated Peace building Office of Sierra Leone (UNIPSIL) has supported UN Radio temporarily for
the initial duration of one year. The challenge facing UN Radio going forward is to phase itself out and
ensure that a new national independent radio service fills the gap, with initial UN and international
donor support.

The current transition plan, which will be funded by UN Peacebuilding Fund (PBF), entails two parallel
processes in which UN Radio continues to function temporarily under UNIPSIL auspices whilst a new
institution is created which will compete with Liberia and Tanzania for the status of the first truly
independent national public service broadcast corporation in Africa. The new entity to be created is to be
known as the Sierra Leone Broadcast Corporation, (SLBC) and will be legally established with the
passage of legislation by Parliament. The passage of legislation, which experienced delay, took place in
late 2009 and the bill was signed at the beginning of 2010.

The main goal of this project is to contribute to strengthening peace, security and democracy in the
country and achieve participation of the populace in development through a national independent public
broadcasting service. This shall be accomplished by contributing to an established public service
broadcaster in Sierra Leone, SLBC, that is independent, has a functioning and trained board, trained and
professional staff, and is adequately resourced to provide independent news and information, and
provide programming which includes the participation of the citizens
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Programme Period: 2010 Estimated annualized budget: $850,000
Programme Component:
Budget Code:™ . Allocated resources:
Project ID: - ° Government
Duration: 1 year e Regular
Management Arrangement: Direct Execution o Other:
o Donor i
o] Donor
o PBF 850,000
Unfunded budget: o
Agreed by Ministry of Information and Co ication:
Name: [ ame. Fanksy d Title: Sonwd Bssh Sec. Signature Daterzélgtl (0
Agreed by UNIPSIL:
Name:$ P rnil< Ki( Andi Title:pr RAd (o {AnAceR Signature: S (“w'(Cx'f‘uLl' Date: Q9 - [ /0
3
Agreed by UNDP: SR N i
Name: STeVe ,  URR Aits: U P b Signature: Date;z’a;. /10
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